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groups who wanted a "Fascist" dictatorship. Official Nationalism
having compromised, and in compromise taken the bulk of the
party with it, these elements, mutually hostile not so much on
policy as for reasons of personal ambition, were now to bid
against one another for the leadership of the "national" move-
ment, which at no other time in the history of the republic was
so unnational, so discredited, and so impotent.
The final decision to recognize the republic—as we saw a
decision pushed through by a minority—came at the end of a
longish period of bitter dissension, during which two pronounce-
ments of importance were made. The Pan-German League, a
solemn veteran which had learned nothing in forty years, appealed
to the party not to shake hands with treason—it had never
objected to shaking hands with murder, nor ever did—and the
Stahlhelm, the biggest of the ex-servicemen's associations, warned
them that from Baghdad to the Marne the dead would rise from
their graves to remind them for what those dead had died. The
Pan-German League meant Hugenberg; the Stahlhelm meant
Seldte, neither of them beloved by the bulk of the aristocratic
leadership, but ruefully acknowledged as men with power.
Alfred Hugenberg, whose record for political intransigeance
and political stupidity is almost unique in German politics,
combined the appearance of a hoary, genial, but beardless Santa
Glaus with ruthless greed of power, unscrupulousness in method,
and profound contempt for that large section of the Nationalist
leaders whose long tradition still inhibited them from adopting
the moral standards of big business. The son of a Treasury
official in the old kingdom of Hanover which was wiped from the
map of Europe the year after his birth, the descendant of an old
but never important family of landed gentry of the Weser valley,
he eventually reached Goettingen and got his doctorate for a
thesis on internal colonization in north-east Germany, a very
long, very dull, but not unmeritorious piece of special pleading
in favour of de-urbanization and land settlement as a patriotic
duty. Colonies thereafter haunted him like a spectre; his first
appearance in public life was to protest against the exchange of
Zanzibar for Heligoland, an act of some courage, for it cost him

